Curriculum Vitae

Professional Summary

Dr. Mohamed Abdel Monem is an international expert with 35+ years of experience in climate
change, natural resource management, and ecosystem sustainability. He develops and
implements climate adaptation strategies, promotes sustainable land management, and leads
ecosystem restoration initiatives. His research focuses on climate-smart agriculture, water
management, and biodiversity conservation in the Near East, North Africa, and Mediterranean.
He is a member of the Mediterranean Experts on Climate and Environmental Change (MedECC)
steering committee under the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). His work includes novel
research and publications on these topics.

Areas of Expertise

Climate change vulnerability assessment, smart solutions and finance.
Sustainable agriculture and food systems.

Natural resource management and ecosystem restoration.

Capacity building and advisory services.

Policy integration and governance.

Professional Experience

January 2025 to now: Member of the Steering Committee of the Mediterranean Experts
on Climate and Environmental Change (MedECC).

June 2023 to Now: Senior Advisor for climate change and rural development
(International consultant) contributing to sustainable development in the agrifood system
and nexus between Water, Energy, food and Ecosystem in the Mediterranean region.

August 2016 to June 2023: Senior Advisor of climate change and land management
(International Consultant) at the Regional Office for the Near East and North Africa
of the FAO, Cairo, Egypt. Provides technical support for climate change adaptation and
sustainable agriculture programs/projects, including funding proposals and regional
strategy development. Focuses on climate-smart agriculture, ecosystem restoration, digital
agriculture, and knowledge sharing, contributing to key UN initiatives. Authored major FAO
publications on climate change and climate-smart agriculture in the region.

July 2014 to July 2016: Advisor to the Minister of Environment in Egypt: Ministry of
Environment, Cairo, Egypt. Supported African environmental leadership (AMCEN,
CAHOSCC) and contributed to key initiatives like the African Renewable Energy and
Adaptation Initiatives. Engaged with partners (NEPAD, AfDB, UNEP, IRENA) and
participated in COP-21. Managed a NEPAD-funded capacity development project.

June 2003 to June 2014: Natural Resources Program Officer. Regional Office for
Africa (ROA) of the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) now known as UN



Environment, Nairobi, Kenya. Coordinate UNEP's Ecosystem Management Program in
Africa (2009-2014), facilitating program implementation and capacity building for
ecosystem management integration. Promoted ecosystem-based adaptation,
transboundary resource management, and climate change resilience projects. Supported
environmental assessments, post-disaster recovery, and sustainable land
use/desertification control programs. Coordinated Africa-China cooperation and provided
support to AMCEN and AMCOW. Worked to integrate ecosystem resources management
with poverty eradication efforts.

Jan 2001 to June 2003: Assistant FAO Representative in Egypt, Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO). FAO Representation in Egypt. Managed
FAO representation office and field projects, covering all aspects from program
development and funding to implementation, monitoring, and evaluation. Liaised with
government and local entities on sustainable resource use and contributed to project
proposal development. Oversaw project staffing, procurement, and contractual
arrangements.

March 1994 to January 2001: Natural Resources Management Specialist.
International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) one of the
CGIAR centers. Provided technical support to the countries of North Africa and West Asia
in the areas of land and water management engaging with regional stakeholders (national
institutes, NGOs, UN organizations, and developing partners). Developed research
programs and conducted assessments of land and water management impacts on
agriculture. Published scientific papers and technical reports on related topics.

October 1986 to July 1990: Soil Scientist University of Nebraska working with USAID
project (MIAC) in Settat, Morocco. Developed, implemented, and monitored a natural
resource management research program at Morocco's Center for Research in Arid and
Semi-Arid Regions, focusing on sustainable land and water use. Managed soil and water
laboratories and established sustainable land management systems for farmers.
Contributed to a regional network on sustainable land and water use in North Africa and
West Asia.

Engagement with the EU entities in Mediterranean related programs. Currently a
member of the Steering Committee for the Mediterranean Experts on Climate and
Environmental Change (MedECC), developing climate change reports for the
Mediterranean region. Also serves as a Senior Expert on Climate Change, Environment,
and Water for the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). Served as a member of the PRIMA
technical evaluation committee, assessing and selecting projects for funding.
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